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Dear Subscriber, 

Thank you for subscribing to our monthly e-Newsletter, keeping you up to date on important 
events and happenings at the Museum of Inuit Art, southern Canada's public museum 

dedicated exclusively to Inuit Art. 

 

 
 

 

Celebrating MIA's Third Anniversary 

May 2010 marks the third anniversary of the opening of the Museum of Inuit Art. Over the 
past years, MIA has continued to demonstrate its commitment to the representation of Inuit 
art in new and exciting ways. Through innovative exhibitions, increased educational 
programming, and the addition of Audio-Visual elements to the Museum, experience 
southern Canada's public museum devoted exclusively to one of Canada's most celebrated 

artistic achievements: Inuit art. Beautifully situated at Toronto's Harbourfront in the award-
winning Queen's Quay Terminal Building. 
 

Our previous exhibitions include: 

 

http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/532043/4a256df235/TEST/TEST/
http://www.miamuseum.ca/


A New Legacy: Stitching Myths and Memories, 2007 
Exuberant wall hangings from Baker Lake. 
 
Photo: Jessie Oonark (1906-1985), Baker Lake, Throat Singers c. 1973, 
DETAIL, Duffel, felt, embroidery floss, thread, Collection of Sam and 
Esther Sarick 

 

 
The Urge to Abstraction: The Graphic Art of Janet Kigusiuq, 2008  
Janet Kigusiuq’s evolution of artistic vision, from figures to explorations 

of form and pattern: abstract landscapes and still-life collages. 
 
Photo: Janet Kigusiuq (1926-2005), Baker Lake, River with Orange Shoreline 1999, Pencil 
crayon on paper 

 

New Directions in Cape Dorset Drawing, November 2008 - April 

2009  
Contemporary Cape Dorset experimental drawings by a new generation 
of artists. 
 

Photo: Annie Pootoogook, Cape Dorset, Wu Chi Tsung Taiwan (Portrait 
of a Man) 2005/06, coloured pencil, ink, Courtesy of Feheley Fine Arts 

 

 
The Art of Inuit Wall Hangings, November 2008 - September 
2009 
Wall hangings from three communities: Baker Lake and Arviat 

appliqué and embroidered hangings; Pangnirtung woven tapestries. 
 
Photo: Mary Kuutsiq (1926-), Baker Lake, Composition with Caribou and Dog 2000, wool 
duffel, felt, embroidery floss Collection of Jamie Cameron and Christopher Bredt 

 

Inuit Prints and Drawings: A Community Survey, November 2008 - May 
2009  
Graphic art from five communities: Cape Dorset, Puvirnituq, Baker Lake, 
Ulukhaktok, and Pangnirtung. 
 
Photo: Sheojuk Etidlooie (1932-1999), Cape Dorset, Firebird 1999, etching 

and aquatint print, Collection of Jamie Cameron and Christopher Bredt 

 

 
Combs of Our Ancestors: the creation of a new Pangnirtung 
tapestry designed by Germaine Arnaktauyok, April - June 2009  

A large tapestry, the original drawing design and a working wall 
depicting the entire creative process from early designs, through 
weavers’ experiments, to the finished tapestry. 
 

Photo: Germaine Arnaktauyok (1946- ), Pangnirtung, Combs of our Ancestors 2009, wool 



and cotton, Courtesy of Uqqurmiut Centre for Arts and Crafts 
 
Note: Combs of Our Ancestors will be travelling Europe: Dovecot Studios in 
Edinburgh, Scotland and Canada House in London, England and other locations to 

be announced. 

 

 
James Houston: Artist, Author, Inuit Art Pioneer, May - August 2009  
James Houston’s own prints and drawings, writings and books, and Inuit art 
created when Houston was in the Arctic in the 1950s. 

 
Photo: Shuvigar Elee (1904- ), Cape Dorset, Shooveegar 1953, stone and 
ivory, Courtesy of Canadian Guild of Crafts 

 

 
The Inuit Sea Goddess, August 2009 - January 2010  
Inuit Sea Goddess: a creation myth, a tale with many versions, a 
creature with many names, and a compelling subject for Inuit artists 
working in all media – sculpture, drawing, prints, ceramics and 
tapestry. This exhibition explores all these possibilities of the most 
powerful being in Inuit mythology. 

 
Photo: Kiawak Ashoona, Cape Dorset, Sea Goddess 1958, stone, On loan from the Canadian 
Guild of Crafts, Montreal, Photo courtesy of the Canadian Guild of Crafts, Montreal 

 

Inuit Dolls from the Kivalliq, October - December 2009 (borrowed from 
Burnaby Art Gallery)  

Dolls created with great imagination in 2007 in all seven communities of the 
Kivalliq region: Arviat, Baker Lake, Chesterfield Inlet, Coral Harbour, Rankin 
Inlet, Repulse Bay and Whale Cove. 
 

Photo: Susie Angootealuk, Untitled 2007, cloth, leather, polymer, sealskin, Courtesy of 
Burnaby Art Gallery 

 

 
Inuit Dolls from the Esther Sarick Collection, October 2009 - April 2010 
A wonderful collection of traditional and modern Inuit collector’s dolls from 

across the Canadian Arctic, in a wide variety of materials and regional clothing 
styles. 
 
Photo: Martina Pisuyui Anoee (1933-), Arviat, Tattooed Woman with Walking 

Stick, c. 1998-99, Sealskin, seal fur, muskox hair, wood, thread, Collection of Esther Sarick, 
Photo credit: Dieter Hessel  

 

 
Big, Bold and Beautiful: Large-scale Drawings from Cape Dorset, 
January - April 2010  
Six contemporary large-scale works by various artists in several media: oil 



stick, coloured pencil and ink, and watercolour. 
 
Photo: Tim Pitsiulak (1967-), Cape Dorset, Cranes 2009, Colored pencil, ink and graphite, 
Collection of Dr. E. Daniel Albrecht, Photo Courtesy of Dorset Fine Arts 

 

 

Kananginak Pootoogook: Celebrating Five Decades of Artistic 
Achievement, February - May 2010  
Prints from each of the five decades of Kananginak’s career and a selection of 
recent drawings. Works depict the artist’s two chief interests: animals, and 

the social changes occurring in the Arctic. 
 
Photo: Kananginak Pootoogook (1935-), Printmaker: Studio PM Montreal, 
Cape Dorset, Owls on Sealskin, Etching and Aquatint, Collection of Jamie Cameron and 

Christopher Bredt, Photo credit: Dieter Hessel 

 
The M. & G. Thiel Educational Centre 

 

 
 
 
The M. & G. Thiel Educational Centre officially opened at the beginning of February 2010. 
Since its establishment, it has been host to daily children's activities and special events on 

holidays such as Family Day and March Break. MIA is pleased to continue to offer an 
inspirational learning environment for children and guests of all ages through the M. & G. 
Thiel Educational Centre. 
 

 

 

 
MIA Kids 
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The M. & G. Thiel Audio-
Visual Centre  

The Audio-Visual Centre at the Museum of 
Inuit Art uses new technologies to bring 
another dimension to your experience here. 
Presenting a selection of award-winning 

films by film-maker John Houston, journey 
into the Canadian North and experience 
Inuit art and culture with a selection of 
DVD's - each available for viewing in the 
Audio-Visual area of the Museum.  

 
Our Front Desk offers complimentary MP3 
Audio Tours available to enhance your trip 
through the museum. Based on excerpts 

from curator Ingo Hessel's best-selling 
book, Inuit Art: An Introduction, and 
narrated by Lee Marshall, the MIA Audio 
tour provides helpful information on MIA 

objects, themes, and spaces. 

MIA Audio-Visual 

 

 

MIA Membership Drive  

The MIA Membership Drive is a great way to support 
the Museum of Inuit Art by allowing it to grow 

through exciting new exhibitions, learning tools, and 
more.  
 
By becoming one of our 300+ members, enjoy the 

Museum of Inuit Art with an unlimited museum 
access pass for one full year. Available categories 
include Individuals, Students, Seniors, Non-Resident 

and Family. Along with unlimited free admission, enjoy discounts at participating Queen's 

Quay Terminal shops and restaurants, a complimentary guest pass to the museum, advanced 
notice of all exhibition openings and special events, discounts on MIA merchandise and 
complimentary books on Inuit Art.  
 
Available for purchase at the museum's front desk, or online through the MIA Gallery 

website. 

MIA Memberships 
 

 
 

What's on in May: 

 
 

May Is Museum Month! 
As such, there are many events happening at, and around, the MIA. With our three year 
anniversary, and International Museum Day on May 18th, it seems only fitting that this 
month will be busy with various events and activities. Keep updated on our MIA Upcoming 
Events page, and see below for highlights! 

 

http://miamuseum.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=63
http://www.miagallery.ca/The_Museum_Membership.php
http://miamuseum.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=63
http://www.miagallery.ca/The_Museum_Membership.php


Doors Open Toronto 

 

The City of Toronto's Cultural Services is once 
again hosting the Doors Open event, in which 
MIA will be participating. On May 29th and 30th, 
admission to the museum will be complimentary 
to give all guests the opportunity to visit this 

significant cultural institution! Guided tours will 
occur throughout the day at 10am, 12pm, 2pm, 
and 4pm. 
 

For more detailed information on this event and 
participating locations, visit the City of Toronto's 
Doors Open page: Doors Open Toronto 2010 

 

Victoria Day Celebrations 

 
The May long-weekend is almost upon us - and we 

expect a busy and fun-filled time at the MIA! The 
Waterfront Business Improvement Association (BIA) is 
hosting a scavenger hunt among the various business in 
the area. Click the logo to your left to view the Treasure 

Map on our Upcoming Events Page. Visit the MIA, 
experience the world of Inuit Art, get your stamp, and 

enter your ballot to win! 
 

 
 

Current Exhibitions  
 

 

Kananginak Pootoogook: Celebrating Five Decades of Artistic 
Achievement 

This first solo exhibition of Pootoogook's drawings and prints in a public museum is in 
celebration of his 2010 National Aboriginal Achievement Award in Arts. A mainstay of 
Kinngait (Cape Dorset) print collections since 1959, Kananginak is renowned for his wildlife 
art. No less impressive are his witty visual commentaries on social change in the Arctic. Visit 
the MIA's newest exhibit, on display until May 31, 2010. 

http://www.toronto.ca/doorsopen/about.htm
http://www.miamuseum.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=70&Itemid=78
http://www.miamuseum.ca/


 

 
In Photo: Kananginak Pootoogook (1935- ), Kinngait (Cape Dorset), Two Caribou 2009, 
coloured pencil, ink and graphite, 48” x 86”, Photo by Dieter Hessel 
 

Kananginak Pootoogook at MIA 

 

Kananginak Pootoogook Special 
Exhibition Catalogue  

The catalogue of the special exhibition Kananginak 
Pootoogook: Celebrating Five Decades of 
Artistic Achievement  is now for sale at the 

Museum Front Desk for $14.95 + tax, with shipping 
for as low as $4.00. The catalogue offers not only a 
glimpse into the sophisticated art of Kananginak, it 
also grants the artist the opportunity to explain in 

his own words his life story, his inspiration, his 
artistic thought processes, and his perspectives on 
living “at the crossroads” of cultural change. 
Included are full colour photographs and details of 

all the prints – representing five decades – and 
recent drawings in the exhibition. 

 
Pick up a copy at Front Desk, call 416.640.1571 or contact jschmidt@miamuseum.ca for 

more details on purchasing and shipping. 

Kananginak Pootoogook Catalogue 
 

Adventure Canada  

 
Separate from the crowd. Experience true wilderness. 

Sail the edge. Explore Canada's majestic arctic and the 
breathtaking coastline of Greenland with our country's 
premier authors, scientists, artists, historians and 
cultural ambassadors. For over 20 years, Adventure 

Canada has been offering comfortable, small-ship 
expeditions for mature travellers to the far reaches of 
Canada and the world. Join us aboard one of our 
award-winning expeditions and experience some of the 
world's best art, culture, landscapes and wildlife. 

Departures from July - September, 2010. 
 
Photos: (credits clockwise) Adventure Canada, Dennis Minty, Danny Catt, and Andrew 
Stewart 

Adventure Canada Homepage 

 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Museum of Inuit Art. Be sure to visit us during 
the month of April to experience our unique exhibitions and award-winning space. 
 
Regards, 

Museum of Inuit Art 
www.miamuseum.ca  
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